Percutaneous Management of Left Atrial Appendage Perforation: Keep Calm and Think Fast.
Left atrial appendage (LAA) perforation is a possible complication not only after release of the closure device, but also during the diagnostic phase due to sheath positioning in the LAA. We present an 83-year-old woman with permanent atrial fibrillation and high thromboembolic and bleeding risk who was admitted for elective percutaneous LAA closure. During angiographic study, she suddenly became hypotensive. Heart perforation with leakage of contrast in the pericardial space was evident and imaging confirmed cardiac tamponade. Rapid release of the closure device and pericardial evacuation allowed the operators to successfully manage the cardiac tamponade and avoid a surgical option.